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Queen Victoria 

Queen Victoria was born in 1819 and died in 

1901.She became Queen at the age of18 in 1837. 

Queen Victoria married Prince Albert and they had 

nine children together. Sadly, in 1861 Albert died 

and Victoria suffered deeply from grief – she spent 

the next forty years in a period of mourning. 

 

During Victoria’s reign many major technological 

developments took place, such as Brunel creating the 

Great Western railway; Alexander Graham Bell 

inventing the telephone in 1876 and Thomas Edison 

inventing the light bulb in 1876. 
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Mary Seacole. 
Mary Seacole was born in 1805 to a Jamaican mother and Scottish 

father. Her father was in the British army and her mother ran a 

nursing home called Blundell Hall. After her mother died, Mary took 

over running the nursing home and put into practice the nursing skills 

she had learnt from her mother. 

 

In 1854 Mary travelled to England. She wanted to help in the Crimean 

war which had begun a year earlier. Sadly, she was turned away due 

to the colour of her skin. Undeterred, Mary raised her own funds to 

travel to Crimea. She set up her own hospital called the ‘British 

hospital’ where she cared for injured and wounded soldiers. She even 

travelled into battle to provide food, blankets and clothing to those on 

the battlefield. She became known as ‘Mother Seacole’. 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Emmeline Pankhurst 

Emmeline was born in Manchester in 1858. She started 

the ‘Women’s Social and Political Union’ with her 

daughters, which became known as the ‘’Suffragettes’. 

They campaigned for equal rights for women and 

believed in direct action. This meant many people 

thought of them as criminals because of this – Emmeline 

was arrested several times. 1918 women over the age of 

30 were given the right to vote and in 1928 women over 

the age of 18 were given this right. 

 
 

 


