Changes to Free School
Meals (FSM) from September
2026

Starting in September 2026, free school meal eligibility in
England splits into two categories:

. Targeted Free School Meals (TFSM): For

households receiving Universal Credit with an
annual net earnings threshold of £7,400 or less.
These students qualify for free lunches, Pupil
Premium funding for their school, and additional
benefits like holiday activity programs.

Expanded Free School Meals (EFSM): For
households receiving Universal Credit with annual
earnings above the £7,400 cap. These students
gualify only for a free daily meal during term
time and do not generate extra Pupil Premium
funding; and will NOT receive holiday food
vouchers.

If you would like to apply for Free School Meals for your

child, please collect a form from the school office.
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